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Chu et al. 
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Art Unit: 3731 



For: SYSTEMS, METHODS AND DEVICES Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
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IMPLANTS 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office 
is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on 
any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits as far as is known to the undersigned (37 CFR 1.97(b)(3)). 

A copy of the non US references listed on the PTO/SB/08 is attached. A 
summary/abstract translation of the non-English language references is enclosed where 
applicable. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information 
as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(h), the filing of this 
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Information Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an admission that any patent, 
publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless 
specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed references. 

Applicants call the Examiner's attention to office actions which may have issued in the 
following co-pending, co-owned patent applications of which subject matters are related to that 
of the instant application: 



U.S. Patent Application 
Serial Number 


Filing Date 


10/093,371 


March 7, 2002 


10/093,398 


March 7, 2002 


10/093,424 


March 7, 2002 


10/093,450 


March 7, 2002 


10/093,498 


March 7, 2002 


10/094,354 


March 7, 2002 


10/642,395 


August 14, 2003 


10/642,397 


August 14, 2003 


10/641,487 


August 14, 2003 



Applicants have become aware of the following documents: U.S. Patent No. 6,312,448; 
U.S. Patent No. 5,904,692; WO 00/74594; EP 1 159920; and U.S. Patent No. 5,899,909, cited in 
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an International Search Report issued August 20, 2004 , during the prosecution of international 
application no. PCT/US03/25568, which corresponds to the above referenced application, and in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(c) and (e)(1) or (b)(3), hereby submits these documents for the 
Examiner's consideration. These documents are cited on the enclosed PTO Form SB/08, and a 
copy of the International Search Report and each document cited thereon are enclosed as well 
This statement is not to be interpreted as a representation that the cited documents are 
material, that an exhaustive search has been conducted, or that no other relevant information 
exists. Nor shall the citation of any document herein be construed per se as a representation that 
such document is prior art. Moreover, Applicant(s) understand(s) the Examiner will make an 
independent evaluation of the cited documents. 

The undersigned hereby certifies that each item contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to 
be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 18-1945, under Order No. MIY-P03-024. 

Dated: November 18, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 



B y ^~ 
Weishi Li 




Registration No.: 53,217 
ROPES & GRAY LLP 
One International Place 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110-2624 
(617) 951-7000 
(617) 951-7050 (Fax) 
Attorneys/ Agents For Applicant 
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